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**How is virtue acquired?
1.  	What is meant by ‘virtue’?
1.1	Meno – virtue comes in many forms. (p. 4)
1.2	Socrates – but what makes all of them count as virtue?  What is it to be virtuous? (p. 4-5)
1.3	Meno lists virtues: courage; moderation; wisdom; munificence  (kindness) (p. 6)
1.4	They all have the characteristic of being honorable or “beautiful.” (p. 10)
1.5	All things that are honorable/beautiful are good. (p. 10)
1.6	Therefore, virtue is the desire to attain the good.  (p. 10)
1.7	But doesn’t everyone desire what is good?  Meno suggests that some people want what is bad.  That is why people do bad things. (p. 10)
1.8	Socrates points out the fundamental incoherence in desiring what is bad.  Attributes evil to ignorance: people do what is bad, under the misimpression that it is good. (pp. 10-11)
1.9	Thus, since everyone desires what is good, this cannot define virtue, as everyone cannot be virtuous.  Socrates suggests that it is the actual attainment of what is good that constitutes virtue. (p. 11)
1.10	Socrates then asks Meno whether it matters how a person attains what is good.  For example, whether he attains it justly or unjustly.  Meno agrees that to attain what is good unjustly is not a virtue. That virtue is the just attainment of what is good. (p. 11)
1.11	The trouble now is, however, that one has defined virtue in terms of a virtue (justice), which is circular.
___________________
2.	Meno is clearly frustrated and wonders how knowledge is possible at all.  If one doesn’t know something, how does one know when one has come to know it?  How does one know what would *count* as knowing it? (p. 13)
